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ON THE ISSUES: David Jolly vs. Byron Donalds

We can elect a Governor who will invest in public schools, increase public school funding so every child thrives in
their neighborhood school, remove the barriers that prevent teachers and staff from getting meaningful raises,
and address the out-of-control costs we pay for health insurance and housing. Or we can elect a Governor who
will continue the broken path of disinvestment, disadvantages, and disrespect our educators have increasingly
faced over the last 28 years. Your vote is your personal decision.

DAVID JOLLY
Former congressional
member representing
FL District 13

SUPPORTS INCREASED SALARIES: Plans to
increase pay by 30% as part of his 10-year
“public education renaissance”

SOURCE: Orlando Sentinel, Yahoo.com

Y

@ BELIEVES IN EXPANSION OF MEDICAID:
Promises to provide health insurance for

un/under-insured Floridians
SOURCE: News4Jax.com

J SUPPORTS OUR RIGHT TO TEACH HONEST
Q HISTORY: Wants children to learn the full
truth about American history and plans to
establish an Office of Civil Rights within
the Governor’s Office
SOURCE: Florida Phoenix

@ WILL FIGHT TO INCREASE LITERACY RATES:
Believes Floridians are tired of culture
wars, promises to restore classroom

libraries
SOURCE: NY Times

VOUCHERS: Believes in parental rights and

that all schools “must meet the same

standards and services” as public schools
SOURCE: Florida Phoenix

/ WILL FIGHT FOR HIGHER ED

Q OPPORTUNITIES: Believes in providing
economic opportunity through higher
education and has advocated for

investments in nationally regarded

schools like FAMU
SOURCE: Tallahassee Democrat
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BYRON DONALDS

Current congressional member
representing FL District 19,
Former Florida House of
Representatives member

REJECTED PAY RAISES: Co-sponsored “Best and
Brightest” program which paid teachers based on
their SAT scores when they were in high school. Has
held philosophy that teachers are “willing to work for
less”

SOURCE: FLHouse.gov, MasonAcademy.com

CAUSED HALF A MILLION FLORIDIANS TO LOSE HEALTH
COVERAGE: Supported largest health insurance cut in
U.S. History

SOURCE: Tallahassee Democrat, Donalds.house.gov

SUPPORTS CENSORSHIP: Chose lawmaker who was
lead sponsor of a law that limited curriculum and led
to a reduction of AP courses in public schools

SOURCE: Florida Phoenix

BANNED BOOKS: Spearheaded movement to ban
books from classrooms and libraries
SOURCE: Orlando Sentinel, WUSF

NO ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CHARTERS AND VOUCHERS:
Has a pattern of supporting legislation that
supported charter and voucher schools over public
schools, and profits from the legislation he
championed. Supports profits over students- his
team has said that “profit is not going to be a bad
word when it comes to the education industry” under
his leadership

SOURCE: WLRN, Lakeland Ledger, FLHouse.gov, WGCU

FOUGHT TO REMOVE HIGHER ED TRANSPARENCY:

Sponsored a bill to take college and university

presidential searches out of the sunshine
SOURCE: FLHouse.gov


https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2026/07/11/teacher-pay-vouchers-candidates-for-florida-governor-share-education-plan/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/jolly-proposes-plan-10-public-123305326.html
https://floridaphoenix.com/2026/05/20/david-jolly-proposes-an-office-of-civil-rights-in-the-governors-office-if-elected/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/politics/2026/04/23/affordability-emerges-as-central-issue-in-florida-governors-race-as-candidates-outline-competing-approaches/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/23/opinion/florida-politics-midterms-governors-race.html
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/09/18/democratic-gubernatorial-hopeful-david-jolly-defends-school-choice/
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59539&SessionId=83
https://masonacademy.com/pdf/Leadership/Board_and_Committee_Meetings/MCA%20Budget%20Workshop%20Minutes%2019%20Jan%202014.pdf
https://floridaphoenix.com/2026/08/25/donalds-chooses-state-sen-bryan-avila-as-his-running-mate-for-florida-governor/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/politics/elections/2026/08/28/can-florida-candidates-solve-affordability-crisis-election-byron-donalds-david-jolly/91458029007/
https://donalds.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1896
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2017/12/05/book-banning-a-crusade-for-floridas-simplest-minds/
https://www.wusf.org/education/2017-04-21/florida-house-oks-legislation-aimed-at-increasing-oversight-of-school-material
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2026-08-03/what-byron-and-erika-donalds-gospel-of-school-choice-could-mean-for-florida
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/education/2018/01/30/house-boosts-money-for-hope-scholarship-plan/15371894007/
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59539&SessionId=83
https://www.wgcu.org/top-story/2026-07-31/what-byron-and-erika-donalds-gospel-of-school-choice-could-mean-for-florida
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57004
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/politics/elections/2026/08/28/david-jolly-rejects-desantis-dei-rollbacks-wants-more-money-for-famu/91504357007/
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