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Our thoughts are with the students, staff and faculty of Florida State University as well as all of
those spread around the state who have loved ones that work at or attend FSU.

As we are writing this newsletter, there is still much that is unknown about today’s mass shooting.
And, unfortunately, there are some questions that we will likely never get the answers to.

We recognize that the emotional and mental toll of incidents like this can linger long after the
immediate danger passes. It is ok to feel shaken, need rest, and to seek support. If you or
someone you know could benefit from speaking with a professional, please take advantage of the
resources available to you.

The end of the seventh week of the legislative session brings with it the end of almost all
committee meetings as well. As a result, many of the committees that met this week had marathon
meetings to get bills in the correct posture to be heard on the House and Senate floor.

In addition to those floor sessions, another focus of the final two weeks will be budget conference
—the formal process through which the House and Senate come to agreement on their budget
differences which currently are over $4 billion.

Update on Presidential Searches

A few years back, legislators passed a law that allowed university presidential searches to be
conducted without transparency. The results have been disastrous. Voters need to look no further
than Ben Sasse's fleecing of the University of Florida to see why such important decisions as a
university president must be done openly, transparently and with public participation.


https://sg-mktg.com/MTc0NDkxNjU5M3xNOE1OU1dwbGVIUERlYm1wSEh1bENsUUtLTzVvWExVUkd4LTFBaXQ1WEJGcWFxTUl0NXIzekV0ZXNsbG5ZNDhNTUkxWmozWEdjbVVsS3NsX1dya1BqZVlaSkJLbmtYbEtRNjhoQ0tUNGpYc1Y3RUUzWWsta1o2QUVpS1Mtb2xPdDJTVFhMNlZ0VTZ1T3ZPdGJSQUd5b0VBaEFBUlRDeFRhTGtRX0l6elktXzlXWUdGdnV0MlhWM195aXVVdVJmZzFuYzBPQlBKcXB1MGNtMXFoeGlOQWVqd1MxWE1FeHRrOGxfWElNT1NrMFBaUXp4cWZfbEN1WW96MnYwRlQ2eDJ1VkRHNGVNWT18Z8UgdMdYsVNkGj6_VuGOdxcPP7ZO4wu9Ue8gzvaycQs=
https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/blog/community-resources/help-for-victims-and-survivors-of-gun-violence/

Having these searches be placed back in the sunshine was one of the legislative priorities of FEA
and the United Faculty of Florida heading into the 2025 legislative session. On Wednesday, the
House approved HB 1321, which fulfills that priority, on a vote of 104-8. This legislation passed
overwhelmingly despite fierce criticism from Gov. DeSantis. The Senate companion, SB 1726, will
be heard in its final committee stop on Monday, April 21.

The Worst Committee Meeting of the Session???

In a legislative session that saw no shortage of terrible legislation, Thursday’s House Education
and Employment Committee meeting truly stands out for the sheer amount of harmful bills that
were on the agenda.

In this one meeting, committee members passed 15 bills including
e HB 1225 to roll back child labor protections, on a vote of 14-6.
o HB 1539 a blatantly unconstitutional book ban bill, on a vote of 14-5.
o HB 1255 a regressive sex education bill on a vote of 17-4.

On top of those bills was HB 1267. For most of session this bill was on the single subject of charter
school co-location. To better understand that practice, check out this public testimony from Zander
Moricz, a recent high school graduate of Florida’s public schools, who spoke out earlier this week
on the Senate version of the charter school co-location bill., who spoke out earlier this week on the
Senate version of the charter school co-location bill.

Late Tuesday evening, a new version of HB 1267 was released. It contains a mishmash of policy
from other bills that were in danger of not making it through the committee process. One of the
new things that popped up in the bill is a significant change to the school grading system which is
designed to label more schools as failing so those schools can be turned over to charter school
corporations. HB 1267 passed on a vote of 13-5.

The fate of all four of these bills remains uncertain. As a reminder, for a bill to become law it must
pass both chambers in the same form. So far, the Senate has not shown an appetite for these
bills.

We know that as budget negotiations continue, those negotiations include backroom deals made
over policy as well. So, we’ll remain vigilant in monitoring what’s happening in the Senate and let
you know if any of these policies start to move there.

SB 140: A Very Bad Bill is now Moderately Better

Sen. Don Gaetz (R-Pensacola) removed the provisions from his charter school bill, SB 140, that
would have forced school districts to turn over property to charter school corporations if that
property were deemed to be surplus by the State Board of Education.


https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/floorvote.aspx?VoteId=23701&BillId=82030&SessionId=105&
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/04/16/house-passes-university-presidential-search-bill-awaiting-governors-veto-pen/
https://www.floridapolicy.org/posts/fast-facts-hb-1225-and-sb-918-would-further-erode-child-labor-protections-in-florida
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Committees/billvote.aspx?VoteId=74854&IsPCB=0&BillId=81923&SessionId=105
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/1692/Analyses/2025s01692.pre.ed.PDF#page=11
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Committees/billvote.aspx?VoteId=74865&IsPCB=0&BillId=82296&SessionId=105
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2025/04/16/florida-sex-education-abortion-schools/83031844007/
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Committees/billvote.aspx?VoteId=74857&IsPCB=0&BillId=81954&SessionId=105
https://feaweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Zander-M.mp4
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=PCS%20for%20CSHB%201267.pdf&DocumentType=Proposed%20Committee%20Bills%20(PCBs)&Session=2025&CommitteeId=3290
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2furl1959.floridaea.org%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3du001.J74xX-2BoxQDp9yfktCwe-2BckSX10lCY6O-2FFjXiPcvB5e5jM5xREXo1W16lTxyDob0bljG8DeUAVmNSwHPtTGRVVOvJ3quY0xZEqr4PkjFY0uFiGet3QwPEAP3dv7Ij8Ae9PjnV59hSYUVi4Fszpw5xhLsN1udO53Zg-2FOKWEwt1lQOBj1AWqKyXFU7xWKN-2BtsCag66rh59SvIw7bVbFYJQoOA-3D-3Dtjd__UeC44pBxRO-2FQX8e1CyZoeTATYAIe6zNzZp4bpdUCePXOB7-2FF0o-2BXLxoO7371KdeqVg7lcnxsL2sn-2BWgQEorkJdMCK9kJZombdzPgTm65tU4EiAEpiwYABTw-2B3CN2V1eiua0CDcDi00p-2BLj2nEE0lYx9C1Wh7ZNs7v8F-2F-2Fr8O8Q5-2FXn3wZdguJvnlJ-2FEbbU1I5pMUFtTO4xR7HOTTZH0qLdOB0gWfmSyJEcuzHwF-2FnFfbPuOW7yNiAZLHCjizfMSu4MmQwtHVtC9XJnfdSNUuVwLEtqyA4u30x3Tt-2F0q3B7f1s04DNdCUWxoBeEPvDDO0GYekgydK2HdTY90yFT08DXiGOxMEUYoVKZd57KbaYVwSyXidCRr9Hps8Jp-2Fmf9ek4z-2FKr8b9UVY9dqDNFz6oV-2BHDcq0hzctdUfY2Bj7cngY-3D&c=E,1,3yGexYRryU8EqDq2lDzPUqsJ_9-hSp5cb8_XSu7aOrp0Vul6MmTyrI7DvEDMKldHpbl11FEELuSrjkaSqNq4ZyL0POIQILJMrkwBFapj&typo=1
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Committees/billvote.aspx?VoteId=74872&IsPCB=1&BillId=81968&SessionId=105

However, the bill still allows public schools to be “converted” to charter schools without the consent
of the teachers and staff who work at the school, the school district, or the community at large.

This was the last committee stop for SB 140. Its House companion, HB 123 has also passed each
of its committees. So, this bill is well on its way to becoming law.

Budget Update

We have heard from a lot of you that your legislators have responded to the emails you’ve sent
about the budget. A common response from legislators seems to be that this budget doesn’t
actually cut funding for AP, IB, CAPE, etc. That response is dishonest at worst and disingenuous at
best. You don’t have to take our word for it. A non-partisan analysis prepared by staff in the Senate
makes it quite plain that “The proposed reductions to the acceleration program bonuses may
provide an estimated $292 million savings to the state.”

When the state “saves” nearly $300 million that is the definition of a budget cut.

Aside from the cut to college and career prep programs, the budget is also a cut because it doesn’t
even come close to keeping up with inflation as seen in the image below.

Putting the Budget into Perspective FEA
2006 Per-student Spending $10,489 Florida average teacher salary #28 in the
adjusted for inflation (pre-Great nation
recession)
2019 Per student spending $9,541 Florida average teacher salary #46 in the
adjusted for inflation (The first budget nation and per student spending is $948
less than 2006.

Gov. DeSantis signed into law.)

2025 House Proposed budget 59,050 Florida average teacher salary #50 in the
nation and per student funding is $1,439

less than 2006 and 5491 less than
DeSantis’ first budget

2025 Senate proposed budget 59,124 Florida average teacher salary #50 in the
nation and per student funding is $1,365
less than 2006 and $417 less than
DeSantis’ first budget



The next step in the budget process is known as budget conference. This is when the House and
Senate come to agreement on a single budget. Right now, the two chambers are quite far apart.
The Senate’s budget, while still woefully insufficient, does provide significantly more funding than
the House.

Advocacy is a Year-Round Process

This week in a ceremony that was closed to the public, Gov. DeSantis signed HB 549 into law. This
law requires instructional materials and library media center collections adopted after July 1, 2025
to use the term “Gulf of America.”

The signing of this law is a reminder that even after the legislative session ends, our advocacy
must continue.

The next Social Studies textbook adoption process will begin in June 2026. This will be a big test
of how the FLDOE expects textbook publishers to comply with this law.

Can they contextualize the history and the reasons behind the name change? Or will they be
expected to act as if the body of water has ever only had one name?

The law has been signed, but the implementation is far from over.

Collectively, we decide what happens what next by engaging in the textbook adoption process and
continuing our advocacy all year long.

Thanks!

We appreciate the members of the Association of Bay County Educators, Nassau Teachers
Association, United Faculty of Florida, United School Employees of Pasco and Wakulla Classroom
Teachers Association who traveled to Tallahassee this week to meet with legislators and advocate
for public education.

If this email was forwarded to you, click here to subscribe to the FEA Frontline so you can receive
these update regularly.
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