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A quick review of the week

In every major news publication in Florida, you can read about this week’s palace intrigue between
the legislature and Gov. DeSantis. Our Frontline newsletter won’t focus on the political in-fighting;
instead, we’ll focus on how this week’s special session and the passage of SB 2 will impact you.

Read on the learn more about

The human cost of SB 2,

The economic cost of SB 2,

What happens next, and

Our thanks to those people and organizations who spoke out against SB 2.

The human cost of SB 2

For more than a decade now, Florida has offered in-state college tuition to children who grew up in
Florida and graduated from a Florida high school, regardless of their immigration status or the
immigration status of their parents. That legislation came into being through then-Governor Rick
Scott, under a republican-majority legislature. SB 2, if signed into law, would remove that right.

There are up to 7,000 students currently enrolled in a Florida college whose in-state tuition status
could be stripped from them next semester because of SB 2. But this doesn't just impact college
students. Any student in a Florida high school right now who is undocumented and was on track to
go to a Florida college or university and pay the in-state tuition rate would have that option ripped
away from them. As the Florida Policy Institute points out in a recent report, “It is improbable that
young immigrants would still pursue higher education in Florida if the out-of-state fee waivers were
repealed and they were forced to pay out-of-state rates.”



https://sg-mktg.com/MTczODM1MzI4MnwyRm44Rm04Q2xlQ1dmLWNfakVsVFJ4VnItbkFESlBleDB3TEhOQTAwc3BYbzdqRFhGQThJR21XTVVLQ01tUHh0bTZuUjhaRWtoVVI4MUVwek9HQlNYZEtZQXN2X0VaV184YVVvX1ZxZXplTUxiQ3BsS1F6bnhBYVdaWGxsalFtSHplWTRIRDgxSW10UWhnX1g2ZUZhZ29jQWpjdEREdlUzd1l0TDdOSERaWVpOMTBnQjl0VWtkdy1pZFNJVEl6RklzRng0bVM3R1AzYndkaXo0TkJob3NzTmhPNVVFYXVTODFUS2FYLUpvb3VIUzJKdE5ma1F1SHNyVU1UbndjSGZUMElsNFcyMD18YeZeyDVpt7AubJkX623IlYxM4ww_tcLsrtSlsjMWans=
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025B/2B
https://www.floridapolicy.org/posts/ending-tuition-fairness-would-be-a-costly-mistake----for-families-and-floridas-higher-education-institutions?42f82863_page=17

You might be thinking that this is a good economic move, that our state will save money somehow
and will be able to recoup some sort of “loss”. We encourage you to read on for an economic
breakdown of what this bill will cost you. In reality, SB 2 denies college access to students so that
Florida can fall in line with President Trump. Lest you think that is hyperbole, SB 2 is officially
named the TRUMP act.

If you are an educator reading this- if this bill is signed into law, what will you tell your students who
come to you after they realize their lives are being used as chess pieces in a political match? How
do you think our state will be better off by denying access to college for students? Share your
thoughts with us.

At the PreK-12 level, we know there are a lot of questions and concerns about the potential for
immigration raids at schools.

As you may have heard, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued a directive titled
Enforcement Actions in or Near Protected Areas that rescinds previous guidance around
“protected areas” and allows ICE enforcement to happen in formerly protected areas like schools,
places of worships, medical facilities, places where children gather, places where disaster relief is
happening and more.

In light of this, Sen. Carlos Smith (D-Orlando) filed an amendment to SB 2 to prohibit immigration
enforcement actions at public schools and religious institutions. Smith specifically pointed out this
amendment was necessary due to the new federal guidance.

Unfortunately, that amendment failed.
This means that SB 2 has no language that actually protects our students.

Despite there being no language in the SB 2 that explicitly protects children while on school
campuses, legislative leadership in both chambers repeatedly offered assurances that SB 2 does
not allow ICE agents into our public schools. It is up to us collectively to hold their feet to fire and
hold them accountable to keeping their word.

Our job as educators is to provide children a safe place to learn, grow and be a kid - regardless of
race, status, religion or gender. We do not support using our schools as a political stage and stand
united with diverse communities to make Florida the greatest state in the nation and a safe place
for every child.

In light of the federal actions, both our national unions have shared guidance on immigration. We
shared the guidance in last week’s Frontline and are resharing it again below.

AFT: Right of Immigrant Students, Deportation Guide and Immigration Guide

NEA: Guidance on Immigration Issues

For specific questions that are not covered in the guidance from our nationals, you can reach out
to FEAs legal department for further guidance if you are a member.


https://www.ice.gov/about-ice/ero/protected-areas
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025B/2/Amendment/802846/PDF
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2furl1959.floridaea.org%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3du001.J74xX-2BoxQDp9yfktCwe-2BcpUuzc6NUmAMimlGIAPCeDhE2tZGhV9dljjJIeam6HETNgbSdXjA0BFDAdQCjbIHmg-3D-3DK0fY_ksIqvzvctk-2B7lUApl8QGomEB9300YGiIYPKubWjtyiYy32JDVpAPh7tMUyNiHq-2BL5cZTPyVv9-2FLf4HUoHKfB7mOSa91kCdp5dmJ-2FHhCHPzPF6LPLCxmXpTvhC1myPZmriWypwTDF-2FWOF394z8RIJhh9LsFa5hsVU0PUpfiS-2BDKhS3BBJahCPsnuDkU3YTYzzbnJ9mcGGssrTTeyLl29G4owXgYDlM-2BNJ-2BimSusBc8t60eAEUpWhdwHqa7rppsf7avgQIuJ406y4xlTZlI5P7JcIX6BJN6BP1GcCUNdpNzSvxfVpfBFlXF7MptEe-2BzhVCVaLZoMN4UZDgbxbgF4MYgnFuhLKA7MUzWOI91ROLNcC56mf3SEJYlXNXon-2FxXj11i635jQA4EaSVGJsBN2b1s7dt-2Fa46xJvpBeF-2FhEV5Av9igyzg7fbQ0DglENkowqOg&c=E,1,Zyp3SfbIcNr8tUVPTUcdy5C-PjGc3wtxfUD8gNwShmX2MSv9WYrQWJxRWfPyiSC65rOztdb9KjG4ZHx-ixVlJL2L_syojMpvLfR770bTQ4PjOo76&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2furl1959.floridaea.org%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3du001.J74xX-2BoxQDp9yfktCwe-2BcsrfL-2B5TSrhMPtO5oUseCtv0mrESHdnFvU8uEtVP8kA7GXm1dPcLZdN60Aowj4xYf3lLbvgnPDrcuc6tFZ6pEHk-3DsiYP_ksIqvzvctk-2B7lUApl8QGomEB9300YGiIYPKubWjtyiYy32JDVpAPh7tMUyNiHq-2BL5cZTPyVv9-2FLf4HUoHKfB7mOSa91kCdp5dmJ-2FHhCHPzPF6LPLCxmXpTvhC1myPZmriWypwTDF-2FWOF394z8RIJhh9LsFa5hsVU0PUpfiS-2BDKhS3BBJahCPsnuDkU3YTYzzbnJ9mcGGssrTTeyLl29G4owXgYDlM-2BNJ-2BimSusBc8t6vlbAbWFQBjSw27cebO7YHabeUMfNcAgqY6nHmY9zCC3l9SrxCK2qnOc3-2FhkyYxLFo7mwoE-2Fq0LYMi4kn1xsFvoOtW7GMTRm1oOg-2BHD5JhTAaxbl45lhVbuc4uCl44tI-2Bd2mqUOiaLfGHzz4Mmz-2BjjlGgPK8MqQId778hyPeZdceLnKdXi1afFL9vvkqa2ePqFe4NiGUoBZeogn51NiYgT&c=E,1,gVFBYnFcCmN55F5R8lSO-BdiE3n_wbjP1nwcCDTk3hDHTw3cXVhp3VYvGL_1l_m2Sirc_4766_RBx3eN1VgqhZGu8zK4RYd3-tgS9ytOndsHQA,,&typo=1

The economic cost of SB 2

FEA has long maintained that our state has the money necessary to pay every educator fairly so
that everyone who works in Florida’s schools can live comfortably while working only one job. Our
legislative agenda calls for Florida to move from #50 in the nation in average teacher pay to #10.
Legislative leadership continues to suggest there simply isn’t enough money in Florida’s budget for
that to happen. This week, however, those same leaders miraculously found one-half billion
dollars they could use for “immigration enforcement.”

On a vote of 82-30 in the House and 21-16 in the Senate, legislators passed SB 2 a mere five
hours after the text of the bill was released. The final version of SB 2 was not heard in a single
committee and a legislative analysis was not completed before the bill was passed.

Because the process was so rushed, we still do not know the final cost of the bill. What we do
know is that the cost will be at least $500,000,000. That amount is just for this fiscal year which
ends on June 30. This means legislators allocated at least $100,000,000 per month for
immigration issues. To put this in perspective, the funds allocated in this bill would have been
enough to give every teacher in Florida a nearly $3,000 raise. Tell us, what could your community
do with an extra ONE HUNDRED MILLION dollars?

Gov. DeSantis’ budget recommendation to the legislature must be submitted by Sunday, Feb. 2. It
was widely assumed he would release the budget this week instead of waiting until the weekend,
but as of the sending of this email he still has not released his proposed budget.

But, we'll go ahead and predict that his proposal will keep Florida ranked #50 in the nation in
average teacher pay. When you look at your property insurance and notice it going up, when you
are at the grocery store and notice the produce and eggs increasing in price, when you sit down to
look at your monthly budget and notice it stretched a little too thin for comfort, we would encourage
you to call your legislators and ask what they are doing to lower costs for Floridians. Ask them how
they can find half a billion dollars for federal issues but not find money to hire more counselors and
nurses in our public schools, make sure children are able to eat at schools throughout the summer,
or pay educators so they don't have to work two or three jobs just to support their families.

What happens next

As we mentioned above, we know your main concern is not the bickering between policymakers,
but how the policies will impact you and your students. We did want to offer a preview of what may
happen next. For that reason, below are some thoughts on how the GOP in-fighting is likely to play
out.

It seems a virtual certainty that Gov. DeSantis will veto SB 2 when the bill hits his desk. As of the
writing of this email, the legislators have not yet formally sent the bill to DeSantis. There is no
timeframe for when DeSantis will be presented with the bill so he can take formal action on it.



https://feaweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Rev3-2025-FEA-Session-Focus.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/floorvote.aspx?VoteId=23481&BillId=80842&&
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025B/2B/Vote/SenateVote_s00002Bc1003.PDF
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/01/29/desantis-says-veto-florida-legislature-weak-immigration-overhaul/78019235007/

It's too soon to know if SB 2 will become law or not, or whether this special session is the last that
is called before regular session commences on March 4.

Thanks to the fighters

As we mentioned above, this adoption of SB 2 was a very rushed process done mostly behind
closed doors. Nonetheless, college students from as far away as Orlando dropped what they were
doing to come testify in committee and stand up for the rights of their classmates who are targeted
by this new bill. We salute all of those who spoke up and spoke out against this bill.

In addition to the individuals who spoke against the bill, we thank the following organizations who
opposed the bill in committee: ACLU of Florida, Americans for Immigrant Justice, Florida AFL-CIO,
Florida Center for Fiscal & Economic Policy, Florida Faith Advocacy Office, Florida Immigrant
Coalition, and Southern Poverty Law Center of Florida.

If this email was forwarded to you, click here to subscribe to the FEA Frontline so you can receive
these update regularly.
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