SAT Question Selection: Impact by Race

As with ethnicity, we will look at racial effects by contrasting the
differences between two racial groups: blacks and whites.

Sample SAT Question #3

Here is another SAT verbal question, the “actor’s bearing” question
{Marcus, 1999):

The actor’s bearing on stage seemed : her movements
were natural and her technique

(A) unremitting ... blasé

(B) fluid ... tentative

(C) unstudied ... uncontrived
(D) eclectic ... uniform

(I£) grandiose ... controlled

The answer is (C) unstudied ... uncontrived. As before, we'll tackle
the more important issues: namely, Who answered this guestion
correctly? Were there racial differences in response (o this question?
The comparison here will be directly between the performances of
white students and black students. In a manner similar to the “three-
digit question” and the “security blanket” questions above, the reader


luke.flynt
Highlight

luke.flynt
Highlight

luke.flynt
Highlight

luke.flynt
Highlight


is challenged to determine whether this “actor’s bearing” question is a
white question ar a black question. Who is doing hetter on this
question? Do white students answer this question correctly more often
blacks, or do black students answer this question correctly more often
than whites?

As earlier, leU’s divide SAT guestions into three racial categories:

Py
2,
3.

uestion a white question or a black

So, i1s the “actor’s hearin

Again, going SATs, we can examine
how race was reflected in both the vcrbal and the math questions.
There were 78 verbal questions and 60 math questions on each of the
two tests (from 1998 and 2000), so the total number of verbal and
math questions in both data sets is 276.

Do the Questions Pass the Fairness Test?

Finally, I invite you to try to guess the number of black questions
among the total 276 verbal and math questions analvzed. Here are
some hints:

1.

2. On average, whites score higher than blacks on the SAT
Verbal and Math sections. Therefore, there are more white
questions than black guestions in the pool of 276 verbal and
math questions.

3. Since half of 276 is 138, the number of white questions would
be at least half, and the number of black questions would be
less than half, or fewer than 138.

How many of the 276 SAT questions were black questions? Once
again, please guess the number before reading further,
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What the Data Show

!!at a!out t!c llactor’s bearing™ black question that appears

above? Why doesn’t that appear in the tally? | apologize for
sandbagging the reader. The “actor’s bearing” question, although a
black question, never appeared on a scored section of the SAT,

data from a scored section.
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